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Thursday March 27th

REGISTRATION 11:00 AM- 5:00 PM

Plenary Session 12:30 PM-1:45 PM
Amiri Baraka, Poet, Cultural Critic, Playwright, “The Harlem Renaissance
Revisited”

Sessions 2:00 PM – 3:30 PM

1. Escape from New York! The New Negro Movement
Reconsidered

Olu Oguibe, University of Connecticut, Chair
Davarian Baldwin, Boston College “Black Modernity: New Negroes Making a New
World”



Minkah Makalani, Rutgers University, “An International African Opinion: Radical
New Negroes, Communism, and the Rise of a Black International"
Chad Williams, Hamilton College, “A Mobilized Diaspora: The First World War,
Military Service and Black Soldiers as New Negroes”

2. The Harlem Renaissance and a Feminine Aesthetic

Martha Cutter, University of Connecticut, Chair
Denia Fraser, University of Massachusetts, “’Lest They Peer Within’: The
Spectacular Other in the Poems of Anne Spencer and Virginia Houston”
Julia Hans, University of Massachusetts Amherst, “Portrait of the Artist as a Young
Woman: Jessie Fauset’s Gendered Aestheticism in Plum Bun”
Kajsa K. Henry, University of Massachusetts, “Negotiating Spatial Discourse and
Urban Space in Jessie Fauset’s Plum Bun”
Claire Garcia, Colorado College, “‘The value of a translation lies in its adequacy’:
Translation, Representation, and Mutilation in Jessie Redmon Fauset’s Shorter
Works”

3:45 PM – 5:00 PM

3. Border Crossings & Queer Aesthetics: Reassessing the
 Harlem Renaissance

Brittney Yancy, University of Connecticut, Chair
Myriam J. A. Chancy, Louisiana State University, “Border Crossings: Hurston &
McKay’s Diasporic Travels”
Laura A. Harris, Pitzer College, “Queer Aesthetics: On Theorizing a Black Queer
Harlem Renaissance”
Aija Poikane-Daumke, Riga, Latvia “The Diversity of Voices in Rudolph Fisher’s
Stories”

4. Black Male Sexuality and the Harlem Renaissance

Kenny Davis, University of Connecticut, Chair
Dolores Sisco, Youngstown State University, “The Love that Dared: Home to
Harlem”
Paula Marie Seniors, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, “The
Hyper Masculine African American Ubermensch: Jack Johnson and the New
Negro”
Shawn Anthony Christian, Wheaton College, “FIRE!!! And Collaboration in Brother
to Brother”



Dinner 6:30 – 8:00 South Campus Ballroom
Friday March 28th

9:30 AM – 10:15 AM

5. Alain Locke Reconsidered

Maya Beasley, University of Connecticut, Chair
David Weinfeld, New York University, “What Difference does the Difference
Make?: The Intellectual Relationship between Horace Kallen and Alain Locke
and the Development of the Harlem Renaissance
Charles Molesworth, New York University, “Reconsidering the Life of Alain Locke
and the Renaissance”

6. Internationalizing the Harlem Renaissance

LaKeisha L.Caples, Chicago State University, Chair
Jennifer Wood, Yale University, “’What is North Africa to Me?’: Claude McKay’s
Moroccan Sojourn”
Maxim Matusevich, Seton Hall University, “’Harlem Globetrotters’: African-
American Travelers and their Impact on Stalin’s Soviet Union”

10:30 AM – 11:15 AM

7. Constructions of Race

Monica Scott, The Amistad Center for Art & Culture at the Wadsworth Atheneum
Museum of Art, Chair.
Jacqueline Jones, Francis Marion University, "’So The Girl Marries’: Myth,
Mystery, and the DuBois Cullen Wedding”
Colin Enriquez, University of Massachusetts Amherst, “Dialogic ‘Mulatto’”

11:45 AM - 1:00 PM
LUNCH ON YOUR OWN



1:00 PM- 2:45 PM
Plenary Session
The Harlem Renaissance and Three Iconic Figures

Onek Adyanga, University of Connecticut, Chair
Jeffrey C. Stewart, George Mason University, “Alain Locke’s New Negro as
Transponder.”
Lucy Hurston, Manchester Community College, “Zora: Literature and Legacy”
Ira Dworkin, Gettysburg College, “‘I Built my Hut Near the Congo’: The Congo in
Langston Hughes’ Political Imagination.”

3:00 PM – 4:30 PM

8. New Aesthetics and the New Negro

Olu Oguibe, University of Connecticut, Chair
Frank A. Salamone, Iona College “It’s all Sacred Music: Duke Ellington and the
Cotton Club Days”
Ralph A. Russell, The College of New Jersey, “Blues, Classical Music, and Harlem:
William Grant Still’s Afro-American Symphony and The Blues”
Danielle C. King, Fort Valley State University, “The role of African American
aesthetics in the institution of upward mobility.”
Ousmane Power-Greene, Clark University, “’No Negro Literary Renaissance’
Hubert H. Harrison and New Negro Black Literary Criticism”

9. Reconceptualizing the Harlem Renaissance

Shayla Nunnally, University of Connecticut, Chair
Jacob S. Dorman, University of Kansas, “Class and Conduct during the Harlem
Renaissance”
Perry A. Hall, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, “Perspectives on
Interwar Culture: Remapping the New Negro Era”
Carlton Molette, University of Connecticut, “What Harlem Renaissance?”
Mark Christian, Miami University, Ohio, “Marcus Garvey and the ‘New Negro’
Era”

4:45 PM- 6:00 PM
Plenary Session



"Dr. Goddess!: A One Woman Show" Capturing the
Spirit of the Renaissance from Harlem to HomeGurl,
Featuring Kimberly Ellis

A girl grows up.  A poet finds her verse. A woman sings her song.

A coming-of-age, multimedia, variety show about a young woman in urban
America whose neuroses in academia meets the social commentary of the
comedic stage.  The show is filled with dramatic monologues, poetry, music,
beatboxing, African, Jazz, and Hip Hop dance and sketch comedy.
Directed by Eileen J. Morris

6:15 PM- 8:00 PM
Plenary Session (In Student Union Theater)
Feature Film, Oscar Micheaux’s Body and Soul, (1925)
Allyson Nadia Field, Harvard University “Filming Uplift and Projecting
Possibility: African American Cinema and the Harlem Renaissance.”

Dinner
8:15 PM South Campus Ballroom

Saturday March 29th

9:30 AM – 10:45 AM

10. The Black Press and the New Negro

Daniel Simmons, University of Connecticut, Chair
Amilcar Shabazz, University of Massachusetts Amherst, “The Miseducation of the
New Negro”
Lae’l Hughes-Watkins, Youngstown State University, “Fay M. Jackson and
FLASH Magazine: The Contribution of a Pioneering Los Angeles Journalist to the
New Negro Movement”
Evelyn Lockett-Le Touze, University of Montreal and University Paris I Pantheon-
Sorbonne, “Black Press and France after World War I: A Taste of Equality and
Recognition for Black Americans”



11. The New Negro Theatre

Evan Wade, University of Connecticut, Chair
Laurie Woodard, Yale University, “Nice Girls did not Join the Chorus’: Fredi
Washington and Shuffle Along”
Monica Gonzalez Caldeiro, University of Santiago de Compostela, Spain, “African
American Representations on Stage: Minstrel Performances and Hurston’s
Dream of a “Real” Negro Theater
Kay Bourne, Northeastern University, “A Black Presence in the Arts in Boston
Over the Centuries/ 1919-1934 Boston's ‘Harlem Renaissance’: An Era in the
Continuum”
Lisa Simmons, Founder and Executive Director of Color of Film Collaborative,
“The Negro Theater Project: A Screening and Discussion”

11:00 AM – 12:15 PM

12. Literary and Visual Representation of the Passing
Phenomenon

Melina Pappademos, University of Connecticut, Chair
Michelle Materre, The New School "Stereotypes and Human Types:  Where Do
These Images Come From?"
 Tracyann F. Williams, The New School "Disrupting the Color Line:  Literary
Representations of Passing"
Mar Gallego, University of Huelva, Spain ÒPassing Novels in the Harlem
Renaissance: Revising Class, Gender and Sexual Hierarchies”

13. Complexities of Self and Community: Harlem and
 Beyond

Michelle Williams, University of Connecticut, Chair
Carmen L. Phelps, Longwood University, “The Soul of Harlem: Rurality's Impact
on DuBois' Harlem RenaissanceÓ
Martha E. Cook, Longwood University, “The Search for Self in Thurman’s The
Blacker the Berry:  Color, Class, and CommunityÓ
George F. Bagby, Hampden-Sydney College, “City of Little Refuge:  Harlem in
Rudolph Fisher's Short StoriesÓ
Daniel Cross Turner, Siena College, “Where Folk and Avant-Garde Meet:
Langston Hughes’ Art of SophisticationÓ

12:15 PM- 2:00 PM



LUNCH ON YOUR OWN

2:00 PM – 3:45 PM

14. Naming and Being Named: Womenspace, Gender
Topos, and Self Definition in the Harlem Renaissance

V. Bede Agocha, University of Connecticut, Chair
H. Zahra Caldwell, University of Massachusetts, “Matriarchs, Worldly Women and
the City: Topos of Gender in the Short Fiction of Rudolph Fisher”
Jason T. Hendrickson, University of Massachusetts, “Race, Class, and
Womanspace in Nella Larsen’s PassingÓ
McKinley Melton, University of Massachusetts, “Speak it Into Existence: Self-
Definitive Language in the Poetry of the New Negro Harlem Renaissance”
Allia Matta, University of Massachusetts, “Une vraie femme noire? Black
Women's   Aesthetics: the Culture and Politics of African American and
Caribbean Black Women Writers during and beyond the New Negro Harlem
Renaissance.”

6:00 PM- 7: 15 PM
Keynote Speaker

Spike Lee, filmmaker, cultural critic ÒThe Legacies of the Harlem
RenaissanceÓ Jorgensen Center for the Performing Arts
7:30- 9:00 Dinner, Jorgensen


